
 

Moderator/Presenter:  David Wright, Chair, Law Society 
Tribunal (Ontario) 
 
David A. Wright has been Chair of the Law Society Tribunal and its 
predecessor since September 2013. For the previous six years, he was an 
adjudicator at the Human Rights Tribunal of Ontario, serving as Vice-chair, 
Interim Chair, and Associate Chair.  He completed his B.A. in History at the 
University of Windsor and his LL.B. and B.C.L. at the Faculty of Law of McGill 
University.  Mr. Wright articled as law clerk to Madame Justice Claire 

L’Heureux-Dubé of the Supreme Court of Canada, and then completed his LL.M. at New York University.  
Prior to becoming an adjudicator, his litigation practice focused on labour and administrative law, 
human rights, professional discipline and civil litigation. He speaks frequently at conferences, has taught 
at Osgoode Hall Law School as an adjunct professor, and is the author of several law journal articles. Mr. 
Wright is currently Vice-Chair of the Council of Canadian Administrative Tribunals. 
 

Presenters: 

Joseph Cheng, National Litigation Sector, Department of 
Justice Canada 
 

Joseph Cheng is General Counsel with the Department of Justice Canada’s 
National Litigation Sector (Ontario Regional Office).  In this capacity, he 
litigates on behalf of federal government departments and agencies in the 
areas of constitutional, administrative, human rights, and regulatory 
law.   Mr. Cheng is called to the Bar in Ontario, and holds a Bachelor of Laws 
from the University of Toronto and a Bachelor of Arts & Science (Hon.) from 

McMaster University.  Following law school, he clerked at the Ontario Superior Court of Justice in 
Toronto.  From 2010 to 2011, Mr. Cheng completed an Interchange Assignment as Counsel and Manager 
of Legal Research with the Office of the Chief Justice, Ontario Superior Court of Justice.    
 

Mr. Cheng is Co-Chair of Osgoode Professional Development’s Crown Liability Conference.  Mr. Cheng is a 
past-Chair of the Ontario Bar Association’s Constitutional, Civil Liberties and Human Rights Law Section 
and a past co-Chair of the OBA’s Annual Charter Conference.  
 

Mr. Cheng has served as a Board Member of the Federation of Asian Canadian Lawyers, a member of the 
Law Society of Upper Canada's Equity Advisory Group, and a Council Member of the University of 
Toronto’s Law Alumni Association.  
 



Mr. Cheng was the inaugural recipient of the Federation of Asian Canadian Lawyers’ Young Lawyer of the 
Year Award and an inaugural recipient of Precedent magazine’s Precedent Setter Award, in recognition 
of his contributions to the legal and broader community.   He is also the recipient of an Arbor Award from 
the University of Toronto in recognition of his voluntary service to the Faculty of Law. 

 

 

Michelle Flaherty, Arbitrator and Mediator 
 

Michelle Flaherty is an experienced mediator and arbitrator specializing in 
labour, employment, and human rights matters. She is fully bilingual in English 
and French.   
 

Michelle graduated summa cum laude from the University of Ottawa. After 
clerking with Justice L’Heureux-Dubé of the Supreme Court of Canada in 1999–
2000, Michelle entered into private practice. A member of the Law Society of 

Upper Canada since 2001, Michelle has extensive professional experience practicing labour law, 
administrative law, human rights, and constitutional law. During the course of her career, she has acted 
for both unions and employers. 

 

From 2012 to 2018, Michelle was an Associate professor of law at the University of Ottawa, where she 
taught labour law, human rights, administrative law, and alternative dispute resolution.  
 

Michelle is on the Ontario Minister of Labour's List of Approved Arbitrators and is an arbitrator with the 
Grievance Settlement Board. Michelle served as a Vice-chair and a member of the Human Rights Tribunal 
of Ontario from 2008 to 2018. She is a member of the Ontario Labour-Management Arbitrators' 
Association and the Law Society of Upper Canada.  
 

Michelle was inducted into the University of Ottawa Common Law Honours Society for her service to the 
law school and the profession. In 2011, she was named one of Bishop’s University’s Top 10 after 10 
graduates. 

 

 

Margaret Leighton, Law Society Tribunal (Ontario) 
 

Margaret Leighton recently retired from her position as head of legal services 
at Tribunals Ontario. A graduate of UBC and U of T, Margaret has a long 
history in Ontario’s administrative tribunal community: directing the legal 
units of the Social Justice Tribunal, and as counsel to the Pay Equity Hearings 
Tribunal, Human Rights Tribunal, Labour Relations Board, and Board of the 
Alcohol and Gaming Commission. She gained a real life/real time perspective 
on adjudication while a member of the Immigration and Refugee Board, 

Refugee Protection Division, and currently sits as a lawyer member of the Law Society Tribunal. 
 

Margaret is the past chair of the Council of Canadian Administrative Tribunals, editor-in-chief of the 
Canadian Journal of Administrative Law and Practice, co-chair of the Law Society of Ontario's annual 
administrative law update, and a regular contributor to legal education and professional development 
programmes. She is also the proud mother of two daughters, an actor and an activist, a combination 
which makes family dinners a delight.  
 
 
 

 


