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MODERATOR:  Myrna McCallum, founding lawyer of Miyo Pimatisiwin Legal Services 

Myrna McCallum is a Metis-Cree lawyer and the host of "The Trauma-

Informed Lawyer" Podcast. Myrna educates on trauma-informed lawyering, 

vicarious trauma, cultural humility, and Indigenous intergenerational trauma 

through keynotes, training sessions, and customized coaching sessions. Prior 

to founding Miyo Pimatisiwin Legal Services in 2019, Myrna served as an 

adjudicator in the Indian Residential Schools Settlement Agreement claims 

process, and Crown Prosecutor with the Ministry of the Attorney General in 

Saskatchewan. When she is not FaceTiming her three grandchildren, 

educating or podcasting, Myrna is advising, advocating or conducting 

workplace investigations and reviews. In 2020, the Federal Department of 

Justice awarded Myrna their first ever Excellence in Legal Practice and Victim Support Award.  

 

PANELISTS 

The Honourable Harry S. LaForme  

The Honourable Harry S. LaForme is an Anishinabe of the Mississaugas of the 
Credit First Nation, Ontario. He was born and mostly raised on his reserve 
where some of his family continue to reside and remain active in First 
Nation's government. 
 

Judge LaForme graduated, Osgoode Hall Law School, 1977 and called to the 
Ontario Bar, 1979. He articled with Osler, Hoskin and Harcourt; joined the 
law firm as an associate, and shortly thereafter commenced private practice 
in Indigenous law focused on Constitutional and Charter issues. He has 
appeared before each level of Canadian Court, travelled extensively 
throughout Canada, and represented Canadian Indigenous interests in 

Geneva Switzerland, New Zealand, and the British Parliament. 
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Judge LaForme served as: Co-chair, Independent National Chiefs Task Force on Native Land Claims; Chief 
Commissioner, Indian Commission of Ontario; Chair, Royal Commission on Aboriginal Land Claims; and 
taught, “Rights of Indigenous Peoples", Osgoode Hall Law School. In January 1994 he was appointed a judge 
of the Superior Court of Justice, Ontario – then, one of 3 Indigenous judges ever appointed to this level of 
trial court in Canada. In November 2004, he was appointed a judge of the Ontario Court of Appeal. He is the 
first Indigenous judge appointed to an appellate court in Canada’s history. He retired from the judiciary in 
October 2018. In December 2018 he commenced a position as Senior Counsel with Olthuis Kleer Townshend, 
LL.P. 
 

Judge LaForme has been honoured with the gift of numerous Eagle Feathers including at his swearing in at 
the Ontario Court of Appeal, and by the National Indian Residential School Survivours Society. He was also 
honoured with:  the National Aboriginal Achievement Award in Law & Justice; a Talking stick carved by 
Git’san artist Chuck (Ya’Ya) Heit; a bursary in his name for Indigenous first year law students, University of 
Windsor Faculty of Law; and honourary Doctor of Law degrees from York University; University of Windsor, 
University of Toronto, the Law Society of Upper Canada, and an honourary Doctorate of Education from 
Nipissing University; Gold Key recipient, Osgoode Hall Law School. 
 
Judge LaForme has published numerous articles on issues related to Indigenous law and justice. He speaks 
frequently on Indigenous issues, Indigenous law, constitutional law, and civil, equality, and human rights. 
 
 

Halie (Kwanxwa’logwa) Bruce  
Halie (Kwanxwa’logwa) Bruce is a Kwakwaka’wakw, Tlingit, and 
Scottish/Canadian mother, wife, lawyer, mediator, adjudicator, sometimes 
soccer coach and Sixties Scoop Survivor. She was called to the British 
Columbia Bar in 2008. Her practice areas include Aboriginal law, family law, 
child welfare, fisheries law, Indigenous laws and governance, and Aboriginal 
business law. Since 2010, Halie has also devoted part of her practice to 
Indigenous restorative justice initiatives, including writing Gladue Reports 
for Indigenous people at bail, sentencing and appeal courts in BC. 
 

Halie attended Simon Fraser University before attaining a Bachelor of Laws 
degree from UBC. She has over 30 years of experience working with 

Indigenous communities, and Indigenous, provincial and federal governments, and businesses. She has 
extensive training in mediation and alternative dispute resolution through courses taken at the Continuing 
Legal Education Society of BC, Justice Institute of BC, and the Social Justice Mediation Institute.  
 

Before entering the legal profession, she served as the Executive Director of the Union of British Columbia 
Indian Chiefs. As the Joint Policy Council Coordinator, she advocated for Aboriginal Title and Rights and 
Treaty Rights, including the Rights of indigenous peoples generally and indigenous children specifically. She 
has extensive experience in administration, management, staff and employment issues. She has worked with 
members of different Indigenous communities from across B.C., Canada and internationally, to explore 
traditional mechanisms for resolving various land, resource, social policy and internal community disputes. 
 

In 2014, Halie co-founded the law firm Cedar & Sage Law, which focuses on Indigenous laws, Alternative and 
Traditional Indigenous Dispute Resolution mechanisms and peacemaking protocols. 
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She has taught, coached and facilitated courses on Gladue Principles and Reports, Indigenous Child Welfare, 
and Trauma-Informed practices.  She has been a frequent speaker, panelist and Co-chair on various 
Indigenous issues at Continuing Legal Education BC (CLE BC), including in the areas of Gladue, Access to 
Justice for Children, Indigenous Child Welfare, racism and diversity.  Halie teaches and facilitates workshops 
on Intercultural competency, safety and Trauma-Informed interviewing, processes, and best practices. 
 

In 2015, Halie assisted in the research, editing and teaching of “Wrapping Our Ways Around Them:  
Aboriginal Communities and the CFCSA Guidebook” (updated 2021 to include federal legislation).   
 

She currently sits as a Board member of the Sixties Scoop Healing Foundation, is the former President of the 
First Nations Law Students Association (UBC 2005-2006), and a former Board member of the BC Aboriginal 
Justice Council, and participated on the Advisory Committee of the Society for Children and Youth BC’s 
Children’s Lawyer initiative.  
 

 

Sarah Morales (Sutax-iwye) 
Sarah Morales (Sutax-iwye), JD (UVic), LLM (University of Arizona), PhD 
(UVic), PostDoc (Illinois) is Coast Salish and a member of Cowichan Tribes. 
She is an Associate Professor at the University of Victoria, Faculty of Law, 
where she teaches torts, transsystemic torts, Coast Salish law and languages, 
legal research and writing and field schools. 
 

Prior to joining the faculty at the University of Victoria, she taught at the 
University of Ottawa, Faculty of Law where she taught Aboriginal law, 
Indigenous legal traditions and international human rights with a focus on 
Indigenous peoples. 
 

Sarah’s research centres on Indigenous legal traditions, specifically the traditions of the Coast Salish people, 
Aboriginal law and human rights.  She has been active with Indigenous nations and NGOs across Canada in 
nation building, inherent rights recognition and international human rights law. 
 
 

Amber Prince 
Amber Prince is a nehiyaw moniyâw iskwew and member of the Sucker 
Creek (Cree) Nation (Treaty 8) but grew up on the unceded territory of the 
Dakelh (Carrier) First Nations (Prince George), and now lives on the unceded 
territories of the xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam), Skxwú7mesh (Squamish), and 
səlilw̓ətaʔɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) Nations.  
 

She has a BA from SFU, an LLB from UBC and an LLM from UVIC. From 2006-
2020 Amber provided a range of legal advocacy services for women at Atira 
Women's Resource Society. She was also an adjunct professor at the Allard 
School of Law from 2014 to 2020. She was appointed as a member of the BC 
Human Rights Tribunal for a four-year term in January 2021. 

 
 


